
Fleet Russell White, Jr. and Priscilla Brown White 
403 Cleveland Place 
Boulder, CO 80302 

May 20,2003 

Me1 Karmazin 
President 
Viacom lnc. 
15 1 5 Broadway 
New York, New York 10036 

Dear Mr. JSarmazin: 

We have read news accounts of your May 13, 2003 testimony before the United States 
Senate Commerce, Science and Transpodon Committee in support of proposed 
changes to Federal Communication Commission rules that would allow yet greater 
concentration of print and broadcast media ownership by large companies such as 
Viacam. We do not agree that existing ownership rules should be relaxed. Concentrated 
ownership and control of print and broadcast media is detrimental to American society 
and values and antithetical to the interests of our democratic government. We would like 
to provide you with compelling reasons why this is especially true in the case of Viacom. 

We are former fiends of John and Patsy Ramsey and, along with other members of our 
family, served as witnesses in the investigation of JonBenet Ramsey’s death. You may 
recall receiving letters from us in November and December 1999 shortly after the 
CBSNiacom merger was announced. We wrote the letters afker speaking with Kerry 
McCluggage of Viacom’s Paramount Television Group to express our concern regarding 
Paramount’s abhorrent “Leeza” television programs dealing with the Ramsey 
investigation, Additionally, we expressed our strong concern for a planned CBS 
television movie that would dramatize the ongoing investigation of JonBenet Ramsey’s 
death. The movie would be based on a book written by Lawrence Schiller who was also 
to be the producer. We had been publicly critical of Mr. Schiller and his book and told 
Mr. McCluggage in a November 3 1999 letter (with copies to you, Viacorn Chairman 
Sumner Redstone, and CBS Television President Leslie Moonves): 

“It is clear that Mr. Schiller not only intends to exploit the murder of 
JonBenet Ramsey, he also wishes to exert inappropriate influence on the 
criminal justice system in a manner that will best serve his commercial 
interests. Mr. Schiller has cynically exploited the ignorance and vanity of 
people involved in the murder investigation. Mr. Schiller has Written a 
book that is replete with inaccurate and deliberately misleading 
information given to him by people with axes to grind. He has now 
enlisted CBS to make a television movie based on that book ” 



Me1 Kannazin 
May 20,2003 
Page Two 

As for the proposed CBS merger with Viacom, we wrote Mr. McCluggage: 

“When the ViacodCBS merger was announced, Sumner Redstone was 
quoted as saying: 

‘Our union will be king-not just in content, but in 
distribution, marketing, and packaging. We will be global 
leaders in every facet of the media and entertainment 
industry.. . 

We (the Whites) can only hope that the high commercial aspirations held 
by the managers of the consolidated American broadcast news and 
entertainment companies-including Mr. Redstone and Me1 Karamazin- 
will somehow become subordinated to the best interests of our society and 
the world. If Viacom is to be a responsible and benevolent “king”, the 
content of its broadcast programming must be designed to help the world 
as it struggles to foster and preserve literacy and civility and to promote 
democratic governments and institutions. A television movie- 
entertainmentdramatizing the ongoing investigation of the murder of a 
six-year old girl is absolutely antithetical to those objectives.” 

In response to our letter to IMr. McCluggage, we received a terse letter from a Mr. 
Bourgeois with CBS Television who stated “The miniseries is not intended to 
sensationalize or trivialize the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, but rather to chronicle the 
investigation as it has unfolded to date.” 

In a December 13, 1999 letter addressed to you, Mr. Redstone, Mr. Maluggage and Mr. 
Moonves, we urged that the movie project be abandoned: 

“You must be aware that this program will place the rights and well being 
of a great number of people at risk and is certain to cause them a great deal 
of distress. You must also know that the only possible beneficiaries of this 
program are CBSNiacom and a small group of people including 
Lawrence Schiller and some actors. A television audience will certainly 
not “benefit” from viewing a dramatization of this tragedy-the best they 
can hope for is to be entertained ... Please discontinue your plans to 
dramatize the JonBenet Ramsey murder investigation. If preserving the 
good memory of JonBenet Ramsey and protecting the rights and well 
being of a lot of people are insufficient reasons to do so, then do it for the 
good of your industry and to demonstrate that the new company you are 
creating stands for civility, social responsibility and good taste. It is very 
likely that such a decision would be widely acknowledged and praised.” 
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We did not receive a response to that letter. CBS continued the production of its 
miniseries “Perfect Murder Perfect Town”. On January 13, 2000 Mr. Moonves promoted 
the project by telling the Denver Post that he had a “visceral reaction” to the movie’s 
“rigor mortis scene” and that the miniseries will provide “a fascinating character study, 
something about the American dream, the beauty pageants, what these people 
represented, egos and a small town police force.” CBS broadcast the “Perfect Murder 
Perfect Town” miniseries in two segments during sweeps week on February 27 and 
March I, 2000 and it was universally received with the disgust that it so richly deserved. 

On February 25, 2000, two days before the first segment of “Perfect Murder Perfect 
Town” aired, your CBS-owned Denver television station KCNC News 4 led its news 
broadcasts with a the story of an unidentified woman who claimed to have been 
victimized since infancy by a “child sex ring” and that her abuse was relevant to 
JonBenet’s death. As stated by your KCNC reporter: 

“A woman who has family connections to former Ramsey friend Fleet 
White has come forward with some allegations about sexual abuse that 
have happened in her life that may have some connections to the Ramsey 
case. Her attorney would not say exactly what that connection, what those 
allegations implied, what their specific connection is to the Ramsey case. 
But we are told she has told prosecutors and police her story for years of 
adult sexual abuse in child sex parties end her story has some striking and 
very disturbing similarities to the Ramsey case. This woman told police 
that using a garrote to restrict airflow was a common method of enhancing 
the sexual experience by participants at child sex pades. We know 
JonBenet Ramsey was strangled with a garrote ... The direct connection 
again to the Ramsey case is not clear at this point. But we do know that 
she does have some connections to the Fleet White family who was a 
former friend of the Ramseys.” 

At the conclusion of the report, the in-studio news anchor stated: “We will look ahead to 
the (Ramsey) miniseries coming up on CBS this weekend.” Prominent coverage by 
KCNC of the unidentified woman’s claims and her “connections” to our family continued 
through February 28. Included in B February 26 KCNC news broadcast was an interview 
with the woman’s attorney who stated: “This woman has stepped forward recounting a 
lifelong history of sexual abuse, exploitation, domination and torture” Your reporter then 
added “Its the similarities between the sexual bondage of pedophilia and the battered and 
strangled body of JonBenet that (the attorney’s) client knows how and why JonBenet 
died.” At the conclusion of each such news report, the KCNC news anchor took the 
opportunity to promote the upcoming “Perfect Murder Perfect Town” segment. On 
February 28 a KCNC news anchor wrapped up a report of the woman’s story by stating 
“The miniseries on the JonBenet Ramsey murder continues Wednesday night 
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here on News 4”. Then, after the second and final segment of the miniseries aired, KCNC 
completely dropped its coverage of the woman’s story. Throughout, no other Denver 
television station chose to broadcast even a mention of the woman’s “case breaking” 
story with the exception of one that did so only for the purpose of expressing extreme 
skepticism (ABC affiliate KMGH). Similarly, hundreds if not thousands of news editors 
and journalists across the United States had the good sense to ignore the story. Outside of 
Denver, nobody touched it. Police investigators soon determined that the woman was a 
fiaud and that her claims were baseless with no relevance whatsoever to the Ramsey 
investigation. As for the woman’s “connection” to our family, we did not even know of 
her existence prior to February 25, 2000. CBS coverage of the woman’s story had 
nothing to do with responsible journalism. 

It is perfectly obvious to us that your company used its Denver television news station to 
shamelessly exploit the false and preposterous claims of the unidentified woman for the 
purpose of smearing our reputations after we had questioned the credibility and motives 
of Mr. Schiller and the decisions of CBS executives to produce and broadcast the Ramsey 
miniseries. By taking that preemptive action, your company intended to prevent us from 
further criticizing you, your television proprams or Mr. Schiller. Furthermore, CBS 
callously used its news station and the woman’s salacious story as a means to 
‘‘synergistically’’ focus public interest on the Ramsey investigation and, therefore, on the 
upcoming CBS miniseries. 

You, of all people, are not in a position to ask for fhrther control or ownership of 
American news and entertainment media. Today, Viacom uses its vast distribution 
channels and the public airwaves to purvey propamming laden with crime and “reality” 
content that is injurious to social order and civility and trivializes our democratic 
institutions and system of justice. Furthermore, Viacom uses its vertical ownership of 
media to meld entertainment and news programming in a manner that fhrthers its 
business objectives but abuses core First Amendment values and violates the public trust. 
The reprehensible conduct of Viacom in the context of the Ramsey investigation is an 
example. Most egregiously, you will use your influence and control over media to 
viciously malign citizens who you perceive as threats to your interests. 

Mr. Karmazin, the best interests of American society, culture and government will not be 
served by allowing greater consolidation and concentration of media ownership and 
control in companies like Viacom. Doing so will only accelerate the tarnishing of the 
values and institutions that most Americans cherish and krther reduce the number and 
diversity of independent voices that have always been our country’s only real protection 
against abuses of power by government and business. 
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We pray that the Federal Communications Commission, the United States Congress and 
our courts recognize the paramount importance of preserving and protecting those voices. 
Our great marketplace of ideas should not be controlled by the few and certainly not by 
you, Mr. Redstone or Mr. Moonves. 

Sincerely, 

Fleet Rdsell White, Jr. Priscilla Brown White 
i 

cc Federal Communications Commission: Chairman and all commissioners 

United States Senate, Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation: 
Full Membership. 

United States Senator Wayne Allard, Colorado 
United States Senator Ben Campbell. Colorado 

United State Congressman Mark Udall, Colorado 2* District 
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We have read news accounts of your May 13, 2003 testimony before the United States 
Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee in support of proposed 
changes to Federal Communication Commission rules that would allow yet greater 
concentration of print and broadcast media ownership by large companies such as 
Viacom. We do not agree that existing ownership rules should be relaxed. Concentrated 
ownership and control of print and broadcast media is detrimental to American society 
and values and antithetical to the interests of our democratic govemment. We would like 
to provide you with compelling reasons why this is especially true in the case of Viacom 

We are former friends of John and Patsy Ramsey and, along with other members of our 
family, served as witnesses in the investigation of JonBenet Ramsey’s death. You may 
recall receiving letters fkom us in November and December 1999 shortly after the 
CBS/Viacom merger was announced. We wrote the letters after speaking with Kerry 
McCluggage of Viacom’s Paramount Television Group to express our concern regarding 
Paramount’s abhorrent “Leeza” television programs dealing with the Ramsey 
investigation. Additionally, we expressed our strong concern for a planned CBS 
television movie that would dramatize the ongoing investigation of JonBenet Ramsey’s 
death The movie would be based on a book written by Lawrence Schiller who was also 
to be the producer We had been publicly critical of Mr. Schiller and his book and told 
Mr. McCluggage in a November 3 1999 letter (with copies to you, Viacom Chairman 
Sumner Redstone, and CBS Television President Leslie Moonves): 

“It is clear that Mr. Schiller not only intends to exploit the murder of 
JonBenet Ramsey, he also wishes to exert inappropriate influence on the 
criminal justice system in a manner that wilt best serve his commercial 
interests. Mr. Schiller has cynically exploited the ignorance and vanity of 
people involved in the murder investigation. Mr. Schiller has written a 
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information given to him by people with axes to grind. He has now 
enlisted CBS to make a television movie based on that book ” 
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As for the proposed CBS merger with Viacom, we wrote Mr. McCluggage. 

“When the ViacodCBS merger was announced, Sumner Redstone was 
quoted as saying: 

‘Our union will be king-not just in Content, but in 
distribution, marketing, and packaging. We will be global 
leaders in every facet of the media and entertainment 
indust ry...’ 

We (the Whites) can only hope that the high commercial aspirations held 
by the managers of the Consolidated American broadcast news and 
entefiainment companies-including Mr. Redstone and Me1 Karamazin- 
will somehow become subordinated to the best interests of our society and 
the world. If Yiamm is to be a responsible and benevolent “king”, the 
content of its broadcast programming must be designed to help the world 
as it struggles to foster and preserve literacy and civility and to promote 
democratic governments and institutions. A television m o v i e  
entertainmentdramatizing the ongoing investigation of the murder of a 
six-year old girl is absolutely antithetical to those objectives.” 

In response to our letter to Mr. McCluggage, we received a terse letter from a Mr. 
Bourgeois with CBS Television who stated “The miniseries is not intended to 
sensationalize or trivialize the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, but rather to chronicle the 
investigation as it has unfolded to date.” 

In a December 13, 1999 letter addressed to you, Mr. Redstone, Mr. McCluggage and Mr. 
Moonves, we urged that the movie proiect be abandoned: 

“You must be aware that t h i s  program will place the rights and well being 
of a great number of people at risk and is certain to cause them a great deal 
of distress. You must also know that the only possible beneficiaries of this 
program are CBSNiacom and a small group of people including 
Lawrence Schiller and some actors. A television audience will certainly 
not “benefit” from viewing a dramatization of this tragedy-the best they 
can hope for is to be entertained ... Please discontinue your plans to 
dramatize the JonBenet Ramsey murder investigation. If preserving the 
good memory of JonBenet Ramsey and p r o t m  the rights and well 
being of a lot of people are insuffrcient reasons to do so, then do it for the 
good of your industry and to demonstrate that the new company you are 
creating stands for civility, sociai responsibility and good taste. It Is very 
likely that such a decision would be widely acknowledged and praised ” 
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We did not receive a response to that letter. CBS continued the production of its 
miniseries “Perfect Murder Perfsct Town”. 00 Janua~y 13,2000 Mr. Moonves promoted 
the project by telling the Denver Post that he had a “visceral reaction” to the movie’s 
“rigor mortis scene” and that the miniseries will provide “a fascinating character study, 
something about the American dream, the beauty pageants, what these people 
represented, egos and a small town police force.” CBS broadcast the “Perfect Murder 
Perfect Town” miniseries in two segments during sweeps week on February 27 and 
March 1,2000 and it was universally received with the disgust that it so richly deserved. 

On February 25, 2000, two days before the first segment of “Perfect Murder Perfect 
Town” aired, your CBS-omed Denver television station KCNC News 4 led its news 
broadcasts with a the story of an unidentified woman who claimed to have been 
victimized since infancy by a “child sex ring” and that her abuse was relevant to 
JonBenet’s death. As stated hy your KCNC reporter: 

“A woman who has family connections to former Ramsey ftiend Fleet 
White has come forward with some allegations about sexual abuse that 
have happened in her life that may have some connections to the Ramsey 
case. Her attorney would not say exactly what that connection, what those 
allegations implied, what their specific connection is to the Ramsey case. 
But we are told she has told prosecutors and police her story for years of 
adult sexual abuse in child sex parties and her story has some striking and 
very disturbing similarities to the Ramsey case. This woman told police 
that using a garrote to restrict airflow was a common method of enhancing 
the sexual experience by participants at child sex parties. We know 
JonBenet Ramsey was strangled with a garrote ... The direct connection 
again to the Ramsey case is not clear at this point. But we do know that 
she does have some connections to the Fleet White family who was a 
former friend of the FWnseys.” 

At the conclusion of the report, the in-studio news anchor stated: “We will look ahead to 
the (Ftamsey) miniseries coming up on CBS this weekend.” Prominent covaage by 
KCNC of the unidentified woman’s claims and her “connections” to our family continued 
through February 28. Included in a February 26 KCNC news broadcast was an interview 
with the woman’s attorney who stated: “This woman has stepped forward recounting a 
lifelong history of sexual abuse, exploitation, domination and torture” Your reporter then 
added “Its the similarities between the sexual bondage of pedophilia and the battered and 
strangled body of JonBenet that (the attorney’s) client knows how and why JonBenet 
died.” At the conclusion of each such news report, the KCNC news anchor took the 
opportunity to promote the upcoming “Perfect Murder Perfect Town” segment. On 
February 28 a KCNC news anchor wrapped up a report of the woman’s story by stating: 
“The miniseries on the JonBenet Ramsey murder continues Wednesday night 
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here on News 4”. Then, after the second and final segment of the miniseries aired, KCNC 
completely dropped its coverage of the woman’s story. Throughout, no other Denver 
television station chose to broadcast even a mention of the woman’s “case breaking” 
story with the exception of one that did so only for the purpose of expressing extreme 
skepticism (ABC affiliate KMGIF). Similarly, hundreds if not thousands of news editors 
and journalists across the United States had the good sense to ignore the story. Outside of 
Denver, nobody touched it. PoIice investigators soon determined that the woman was a 
fraud and that her claims were baseless with no relevance whatsoever to the Ramsey 
investigation. As for the woman’s “connection” to our family, we did not even know of 
her existence prior to February 25, 2000. CBS coverage of the woman’s story had 
nothing to do with responsible journalism. 

It is perfectly obvious to us that your company used its Denver television news station to 
shamelessly exploit the false and preposterous claims of the unidentified woman for the 
purpose of smearing our reputations after we had questioned the credibility and motives 
ofMr. Schiller and the decisions of CBS executives to produce and broadcast the Ramsey 
miniseries. By taking that preemptive action, your company intended to prevent us from 
further criticizing you, your television programs or Mr. Schiller. Furthermore, CBS 
callously used its news station and the woman’s salacious story as a means to 
“synergistically” focus public interest on the Ramsey investigation and, therefore, on the 
upcoming CBS miniseries. 

You, of all people, are not in a position to ask for further control or ownership of 
American news and entertainment media. Today, Viacom uses its vast distribution 
channels and the public airwaves to purvey programming laden with crime and “reality” 
content that is injurious to social order and civility and trivialies our democratic 
institutions and system of justice. Furthermore, Viacom uses its vertical ownership of 
media to meld entertainment and news programming in a manner that furthers its 
business objectives but abuses core First Amendment values and violates the public trust. 
The reprehensible conduct of Viacom in the context of the Ramsey investigation is an 
example. Most egregiously, you will use your influence and control over media to 
viciously malign citizens who you perceive as threats to your interests. 

Mr. Karmazin, the best interests of American society, culture and government will not be 
served by allowing greater consolidation and concentration of media ownership and 
control in companies like Viacom. Doing so will only accelerate the tarnishing of the 
values and institutions that most Americans cherish and further reduce the number and 
diversity of independent voices that have always been our country’s only real protection 
against abuses of power by government and business. 
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We pray that the Federal Communications Commission, the United States Congress and 
our courts recognize the paramount importance of preserving and protecting those voices. 
Our great marketplace of ideas should not be controlled by the few and certainly not by 
you, Mr. Redstone or Mr. Moonves. 

Sincerely, 

Fleet Rdsell White, Jr. Priscilla Brown White 

cc Federal Communications Commission: Chairman and all commissioners 

United States Senate, Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation: 
Full Membership. 

United States Senator Wayne Allard, Colorado 
United States Senator Ben Campbell, Colorado 

United State Congressman Mark Udall, Colorado 2d District 
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Me1 Karmazin 
President 
Viacom Inc. 
15 1 5 Broadway 
New Yo&, New York 10036 

Dear Mr. Karmazin: 

We have read news accounts of your May 13, 2003 testimony before the United States 
Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee in support of proposed 
changes to Federal Communication Commission rules that would allow yet greater 
concentration of print and broadcast media ownership by large companies such as 
Viacom. We do not agree that existing ownership rules should be relaxed. Concentrated 
ownership and control of print and broadcast media is detrimental to American society 
and values and antithetical to the interests of our democratic government. We would like 
to provide you with compelling reasons why this is especially true in the case of Viacom. 

We are former friends of John and Patsy Ramsey and, along with other members of our 
family, served as witnesses in the investigation of JonEenet Ramsey’s death. You may 
recall receiving letters from us in November and December 1999 shortly after the 
CBSNiacom merger was announced. We wrote the letters after speaking with Kerry 
McCluggage of Viacom’s Paramount Television Group to express our concern regarding 
Paramount’s abhorrent “Leeza” television programs dealing with the Ramsey 
investigation. Additionally, we expressed our strong concern for a planned CBS 
television movie that would dramatize the ongoing investigation of JonBenet Ramsey’s 
death. The movie would be based on a book written by Lawrence Schiller who was also 
to be the producer. We had been publicly critical of Mr. Schiller and his book and told 
Mr. McCluggage in a November 3 1999 letter (with copies to you, Viacom Chairman 
Sumner Redstone, and CBS Television President Leslie Moonves): 

“It is clear that Mr. Schiller not only intends to exploit the murder of 
JonBenet Ramsey, he also wishes to exert inappropriate influence on the 
criminal justice system in a manner that will best serve his commercial 
interests. Mr. Schiller has cynically exploited the ignorance and vanity of 
people involved in the murder investigation. Mr. Schiller has written a 
book that is replete with inaccurate and deliberately misleading 
information given to him by people with axes to grind. He has now 
enlisted CBS to make a television movie based on that book ” 
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As for the proposed CBS merger with Viacom, we wrote Mr. McCluggage: 

“When the ViacodCBS merger was announced, Sumner Redstone was 
quoted as saying: 

‘Our union will be king-not just in content, but in 
distribution, marketing and packaging. We will be global 
leaders in every facet of the media and entertainment 
indust ry...’ 

We (the Whites) can only hope that the high commercial aspirations held 
by the managers of the consolidated American broadcast news and 
entertainment companies-including Mr. Redstone and Me1 Karamazin- 
will somehow become subordinated to the best interests of our society and 
the world. If Viacom is to be a responsible and benevolent “king”, the 
content of its broadcast programming must be designed to help the world 
as it struggles to foster and preserve literacy and civility and to promote 
democratic governments and institutions. A television movie- 
entertainment-dramatizing the ongoing investigation of the murder of a 
six-year old girl is absolutely antithetical to those objectives.” 

In response to our letter to Mr. McCluggage, we received a terse letter &om a Mr. 
Bourgeois with CBS Television who stated “The miniseries is not intended to 
sensationalize or trivialize the murder of JonBenet Ramsey, but rather to chronicle the 
investigation as it has unfolded to date ” 

In a December 13, 1999 letter addressed to you, Mr. Redstone, Mr. McCluggage and Mr. 
Moonves, we urged that the movie proiect be abandoned: 

“You must be aware that this program will place the rights and well being 
of a great number of people at risk and is certain to cause them a great deal 
of distress. You must also know that the only possible beneficiaries of this 
program are CBSNiacom and a small group of people including 
Lawrence Schiller and some actors. A television audience will certainly 
not “benefit” from viewing a dramatization of this tragedy-the best they 
can hope for is to be entert a i d . . .  Please discontinue your plans to 
dramatize the JonBenet Ramsey murder investigation. If preserving the 
good memory of JonBenet Ramsey and protecting the rights and well 
being of a lot of people are insufficient reasons to do so, then do it for the 
good of your industry and to demonstrate that the new company you are 
creating stands for civility, social responsibility and good taste. It is very 
likely that such a decision would be widely acknowledged and praised ” 
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We did not receive a response to that letter. CBS continued the production of its 
miniseries “Perfect Murder Perfect Town”. On January 13,2000 Mr. Moonves promoted 
the project by telling the Denver P a  that he had a “visceral reaction” to the movie’s 
“rigor mortis scene” and that the miniseries will provide “a fascinating character study, 
something about the American dream, the beauty pageants, what these people 
represented, egos and a small town police force.” CBS broadcast the “Perfect Murder 
Perfect Town” miniseries in two segments during sweeps week on February 27 and 
March 1, 2000 and it was universally received with the disgust that it so richly deserved. 

On February 25, 2000, two days before the first segment of “Perfect Murder Perfect 
Town” aired, your CBS-owned Denver television station KCNC News 4 led its news 
broadcasts with a the story of an unidentified woman who claimed to have been 
victimized since infancy by a “child sex ring” and that her abuse was relevant to 
JonBenet’s death. As stated by your KCNC reporter: 

“A woman who has family connections to former Ramsey friend Fleet 
White has come forward with some allegations about sexual abuse that 
have happened in her life that may have some connections to the Ramsey 
case. Her attorney would not say exactly what that connection, what those 
allegations implied, what their specific connection is to the Ramsey case. 
But we are told she has told prosecutors and police her story for years of 
adult sexual abuse in child sex parties and her story has some striking and 
very disturbing similarities to the Ramsey case. This woman told police 
that using a garrote to restrict airflow was a common method of enhancing 
the sexual experience by participants at child sex parties. We know 
JonBenet Ramsey was strangled with a garrote ... The duect connection 
again to the Ramsey case is not clear at this point. But we do know that 
she does have some connections to the Fleet white family who was a 
former fiiend of the Ramseys.” 

At the conclusion of the report, the in-studio news anchor stated: “We will look ahead to 
the (Ramsey) miniseries coming up on CBS this weekend.” Prominent coverage by 
KCNC of the unidentified woman’s claims and her “connections” to our family continued 
through February 28. Included in a February 26 KCNC news broadcast was an interview 
with the woman’s attorney who stated: “This woman has stepped forward recounting a 
lifelong history of sexual abuse, exploitation, domination and torture” Your reporter then 
added “Its the similarities between the sexual bondage of pedophilia and the battered and 
strangled body of JonBenet that (the attorney’s) client knows how and why JonBenet 
died.” At the conclusion of each such news report, the KCNC news anchor took the 
opportunity to promote the upcoming “Perfect Murder Perfect Town” segment. On 
February 28 a KCNC news anchor wrapped up a report of the woman’s story by stating: 
“The miniseries on the JonBenet Ramsey murder continues Wednesday night 
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here on News 4”. Then, after the second and final segment of the miniseries aired, KCNC 
completely dropped its coverage of the woman’s story. Throughout, no other Denver 
television station chose to broadcast even a mention of the woman’s “case breaking” 
story with the exception of one that did so only for the purpose of expressing extreme 
skepticism (ABC affiliate KMGH). Similarly, hundreds if not thousands of news editors 
and journalists across the United States had the good sense to ignore the story. Outside of 
Denver, nobody touched it. Police investigators soon determined that the woman was a 
fraud and that her claims were baseless with no relevance whatsoever to the Ramsey 
investigation. As for the woman’s “connection” to our family, we did not even know of 
her existence prior to February 25, 2000. CBS coverage of the woman’s story had 
nothing to do with responsible journalism. 

It is perfectly obvious to us that your company used its Denver television news station to 
shamelessly exploit the false and preposterous claims of the unidentified woman for the 
purpose of smearing our reputations after we had questioned the credibility and motives 
of Mr. Schiller and the decisions of CBS executives to produce and broadcast the Ramsey 
miniseries. By taking that preemptive action, your company intended to prevent us from 
further criticizing you, your television programs or Mr. Schiller. Furthermore, CBS 
callously used its news station and the woman’s salacious story as a means to 
“synergistically” focus public interest on the Ramsey investigation and, therefore, on the 
upcoming CBS miniseries. 

You, of all people, are not in a position to ask for further control or ownership of 
American news and entertainment media. Today, Vicom uses its vast distribution 
channels and the public airwaves to purvey programming laden with crime and “reality” 
content that is injurious to social order and civility and trivialkes our democratic 
institutions and system of justice. Furthermore, Viacom uses its vertical ownership of 
media to meld entertainment and news programming in a manner that hrthers its 
business objectives but abuses core First Amendment values and violates the public trust. 
The reprehensible conduct of Viacom in the context of the Ramsey investigation is an 
example. Most egregiously, you will use your influence and control over media to 
viciously malign citizens who you perceive as threats to your interests. 

Mr. Karmazin, the best interests of American society, culture and government will not be 
served by allowing greater consolidation and concentration of media ownership and 
control in companies like Viacom. Doing so will only accelerate the tarnishing of the 
values and institutions that most Americans cherish and further reduce the number and 
diversity of independent voices that have always been our country’s only real protection 
against abuses of power by government and business. 



Me1 Karmazin 
May 20,2003 
Page Five 

We pray that the Federal Communications Commission, the United States Congress and 
our courts recognize the paramount importance of preserving and protecting those voices. 
Our great marketplace of ideas should not be controlled by the few and certainly not by 
you, MI. Redstone or Mr. Moonves. 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla Brown White 

cc Federal Communications Commission: Chairman and all commissioners 

United States Senate, Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation: 
Full Membership. 

United States Senator Wayne Ailard, Colorado 
United States Senator Ben Campbell. Colorado 

United State Congressman Mark Udalf, Colorado ZDd District 



1 MAY 2 7 2003 I To the FCC: From Thomas Stubbs MFA (909) 868-1988. 

1 h e  m t l v  heard about the medal of various restrictions that will be 
of speech, w&Oh has almedy b&a compromd by the decreasing number.of busin- that 
have gainad control over the media. The pubhc radio is a resource therefore should not be sold to 
buSintssos which rn the antithesis of Sonn&on. Pubhc d o  IS not to serve the interests of big 
business or Govsnrment The nahue of these tW.0 influences is to expurgate informalion that does 
not serve them intawts and to promote an image with "Smoke and Mirrors" as opposed to the 
w h  about what thcy naUy are. The roUq bacL of ngulmons on who could own the media i s  
an execrable d t  on the firecdom of speech I heard that the FCC vote on the destruction of the 
media will happen June 2d. I have also heard that 72% of the USA do not know what you guys 
are up to. 1 also loerned mat the FCC Field Studies are questionable, that 95% are against 
concentreticm of power-owncrship as wdl as relaxmg regulmons (Democracy Now 5/20/03). 
Harold Rosehtg's Comrneafary in the Chicago Tribune owned LA Times from 5/19/03 also 
confirms the potential cormption It already looks blatantly l i e  a monopoly- examples include a 
few colporatims now own all of the newspapers, CEble TV has 3 primary owners and so on 

I have hesrd that the son of Colin Powell- is running the FCC. It is in my opinion o u a h t  
blatant nepotism whon the control of the medm is somehow connected to a Government official 
(sspocisUy bw military sector) and thus will operate UI the interest of propaganda for big business 
and/or Oovammem. To me, it is cotnpsrable to Chmey and miburton, Rumsfeld and Bechtal 
and 80 an. When a"tfigh official" in the Gov-eut has a son i.e. "Familial Crony" in the 
FCC, it is 90.11 by mauy as corrupbon at its worst. It is even worse when it facilitstes vast 
conuption of &e Gonrnmant and its OM lnhresb to operate and use taxpayer's money to 
aubaidize l i~c i r  profitn aafenc 
FCC boarQwiU tced to censor 
to the lnnlastrcfin media, 

thc abiliw of tbh now compred 
oing on. This hns already happened 
, obtuaeatory, full of "CmotionnUy 

potcat wenLnplifierthons 

Chairman Pow&! I hope you have a consden&? You and two &hers out of the so-called 
commi#cc of five rn cvnsidering being complieit b the datmc6oU Of the freedom of the 
media. It ks bad enough that the Govanmsnt is CorporatiUng evnything in sight, but to destroy 
or pollute tbe W htiana of real newo h obscene. Pacifica Radio is every bit as pr&ous as 
the Museum of antiquities in Iraq- the hub of our civilizetion. Thercfbrre you have a duty to 

assessing the character of the 
lesa Importsnt than the totalitnriaa nature of the MEA PFesldent and bin Petroleum 
pelmsrtcd and anointed cabinet. Many of you are consid- p l u n d a  that which the real 
Americana v&uO-DCnI~cmcy, Freedpm of Expmalon, dternathrc points of vim, art nnd 
rulturr, that is thw who are not part of the herd that accepta the bhed mediocrity that 
ma81 mcdL dbhsr, out in the service of big buminem and Government PR. I see that the verv 

ked administration you are &e PR agents for IS 

pMWt If aot darminc a d  se it in the savice of political rriminals. Unfortunately, 
amninishation, m y  of you view c u i h ~ e  io general as 

the antithesis to commerce, and 
urnnlisla, which represents democrq 

ups de rat The model 
Iraq guarded and secured 

heritage of that country got 
plundered- The GWB ndminitr&oo dit be themost plebmn aa well as hated in history. 

more than the military 

,( ,r\"r(l\$?c 



The w d d  looks at our news and the indoctrinated population as monolithic in their views 
because of a If& of information due to what Professor Herbert Schiller refers to as the 
“corporate control of the media‘‘ and thus the homble corruption. Now that we have MBA 
P d M t  and a cabinet of businessmen with a passion for exploitation of resources for personal 
gain and no rsgard for the populations involved in all of the countties being exploited. The gain 
of totalitarian conlrol of the madl. is crucial in keeping the decision-making and legislation 
that affacts us all a big sacre and this administration is the most secretive, feared and hated in 
history. Of course as Noam Chomsky said, “Gov-ents tend to coalesce around sources of 
private pow& and thus reflect the values of the Corporations and not the masses. Who OWM 

yw? 

1 t h l  that the onIy reliable source of information is with alternative radio and magazines, because 
they am not foaCrcd within the indoctrinorial influence of the G o v m m t  and Commerce. By 
now the population should have deduced that the Government has gone ftom being influenced by 
Big Businw to actually being ruled and owned by Big Businass, but the propaganda -- 
stupidification machine is hard at work obfuscating alternative tnrths. Bq busia#rr docs not 
serve the people it meu itself so in k t  the Bush cabinet is Anti-American and p W -  
interuts and saslu “oonquar8” at the expense of us taxpayers, the lives of the military end the 
d t y  of the populption of the world in my well versed opinion. That is I can compare and 
contrast Alternative news.with the crap that is crammed down everyone’s throat on a daily basis. 

By the way what is it about Grace Digital Medh taking over the media in Iraq? Are they the 
wane bible thumping fanatics that are gaining c o m l  of portions of the media in the USA? I 
heard that the MBA president (AKA Little Bush or should 1 say Shrub or the Bush thPt thinks 
he burnr In all Directions) is somehow afXbted with these arrogant creeps? Is this a Bible 
thumpbg digital conquest over lslamic media? Church and State should be kept scpararc hm 
but to brazenly pollute the Iraqi airwaves with a rehgon that is evay bit as antiquated as Islamic 
is really a sin, Christ would not allow it. 

Anyone with a brain knows that “Embedded Media” is a joke, that when qusstionS are asked to 
let’s say Ted Koppel the delay bas as much to do with the relay of the question through Georgia 
to decide what 8 1 1 9 ~ ~ 8  are sppropriate or fit for consumption by the masses. The “Media that is 
fit to print” should follow with, “For Whom?” “What purposa does it serve?” 

Wly don’t you do your job and uphold fiwdom of spaech and clean your Committee of all of its 
m p t i o n ?  Be real Americana, not the guys who m e  the interests of international corporations 
who have no allegiance to the USA -except to exploit stccly the vast powa of the military 
fhublendy and receive subsidies firom us taxpayem By the way what Nietzsche refemed to as 
the ‘Ubn Mcmchc” was misconsbued by the Nazi’s as well as the c u m P t  USA Government. 
Nk-e was talking .bout the potential greatnw of the leadus of homuaiq not 
oppnsrfvc mcdlocrlty muming power over others. The “over Man” demonsimtes p t  self- 
discipline and achieves a higher level of conscioumess than the “Herd,” he has conwol over mere 
animality and thus does not act like a predator. I brought this information in because 1 heard an 
interview on the radio about the misconstming of Hegel’s and Nietzsche’s political philosophy by 
the N.zi’s and the US Oovemment. Rush and his cabinet have no ragard for hw culture. are 
antiquated in their belief systems and are naked in their animalistic acts of dominance over the 
world for what is the “Big Prize,” the oil indwtry-an obsolete sourca of fuel and do not kid 
yomlves. 
Sincdy: 1, homas Stubbs 5/0 1/03 
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VINCZNT W. BARTNETT 
475 Scarsdale Road 

May 19, 2003 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707-i605 

The Konorab1e Revin blafti i i  
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, 3.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

ijear Comiss ioner  Martin: 

Congratulations on your well-thought-out remarks at the 
January 22 Association of Television Programming Executives 
Family Fregraming Forum. 

I was active i n  TV programming (*'Xigat Court--%he Eiack 
Robe") when the TV "network" was a coaxial cable linking New 
i'ork, Philadelphia and Waskington. (Then an6 previouly, I was 
supervisor of "Gangbusters.") We had such grand hopes for TV! 
NOW, I watch regularly iio more than three shows a week 6t-1 broa6- 
cast TV. I worry about the TV my grandchidren watch, especially 
on cable, of course. 

Thank Go6 for people on t he  FCC like yeu! 

Vincent w. Iiartnett 
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Martin L. Jones, M.D., PC. 

Sarah Aitken, W H.N. l? / E N. I? 

1755 Coburg Road, Suite 6 
Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Fax: (541) 345-3211 

D p h t e ,  American Board of Internal Medicine 
XI: (541) 484-2911 

t\Cfo~~ 
083 

I p c c  " &$ \ , q F  s , , .  
Michael Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am very concerned about the Federal Communications Commission yelw&:%edia 
ownership rules. Since 1996, increased consolidation among media &%ts has resulted 
in fewer independent voices and less programming and news coverage devoted to local 
issues. This concentration of mass media is not healthy for a democracy to thrive: the few 
owners can choose what messages are heard by the majority of Americans. 

Today, five conglomerates dominate the television news media. These companies own 
television networks and affiliates, radio stations, cable systems, Internet service 
providers, and program production companies. Five of them control over two thirds of 
the programming that appears on primetime television. 

A healthy democratic society should ensure the freedom to air many different points of 
view, thereby encouraging vigorous dialogue and debate. Concentrating the control of 
the media in just a few hands restricts the flow of information and is a threat to our 
democratic way of life. 

Please do not relax media ownership rules without thorough public debate. The public 
should decide on an issue of such great import. We must not weaken the public's access 
to a diversity of viewpoints. Our democracy depends on it! 

Thank you for your consideration of my views. 

---%,.~.," ~ ~"VLf 
-_.. 

.-. cir\ 
.I 

61, B L 
,\(je@f 

//1 Sincerely yours, 

Martin L. Jones, M.B/ 



37 Arpad Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-2256 
Mayl6, 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

You will be voting on a measure early in June, that will 
result in further consolidation of media outlets in the 
hands of the very wealthy and very powerful. 
I am old enough to remember when there was much greater 
diversity and opinion, be it on television, or radio. 
To limit speech/opinion in the hands of a very few is 
unAmerican. 
Please do the right thing. 

Thank vou, 

Madeline K. Villani 

J cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
476 Russell Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Chaerles Schumer 
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, Dc 20510 



37 Arpad Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-2256 
Mayl6, 2003 / 2 72003 / 

Chairman Michael K.! Powell MA- % 8 2x3 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

~i~t~,e)&Qn Center 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

You will be voting on a measure early in June, that will 
result in further consolidation of media outlets in the 
hands of the very wealthy and very powerful. 
I am old enough to remember when there was much greater 
diversity and opinion, be it on television, or radio. 
To limit speech/opinion in the hands of a very few is 
unbmerican. 
Please do the right thing. 

Thank you, 

2;I-G-b 
Madeline K. Villani 

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy J 
Commissioner Jonathan S .  Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
476 Russell Senate Office Rldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Chaerles Schumer 
3 1 3  Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20510 



37 Arpad Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-2256 
Mayl6, 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

You will he voting on a measure early in June, that will 
result in further consolidation of media outlets in the 
hands of the very wealthy and very powerful. 
I am old enough to rememSer when there was much greater 
diversity and opinion, he it on television, or radio. 
To limit speech/opinion in the hands of a very few is 
unAmerican. 
Please do the right thing. 

Thank you,  

Madeline K. Villani 

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Ahernathy 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
476 Russell Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Chaerles Schumer 
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, Dc 20510 



37 Arpad Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-2256 
Mayl6, 2003 

Chairman !Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

You will be voting on a measure early in June, that will 
result in further consolidation of media outlets in the 
hands of the very wealthy and very powerful. 
I am old enough to remember when there was much greater 
diversity and opinion, be it on television, or radio. 
To limit speech/opinion in the hands of a very few is 
unAmerican. 
Please do the right thing. 

Madeline K. Villani 

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin cOppsJ 
Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
476 Russell Senate Office Rldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Chaerles Schumer 
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, Dc 20510 



37 Arpad Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801-2256 
Mayl6, 2003 

Chairman Michael K. Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

@by 2.8 zoo3 
c;&er 

Dear Chairman Powell: Dis~?,w~~*~ 

You will be voting on a measure early in June, that will 
result in further consolidation of media outlets in the 
hands of the very wealthy and very powerful. 
I am old enough to remember when there was much greater 
diversity and opinion, be it on television, or radio. 
To limit speech/opinion in the hands of a very few is 
unAmerican. 
Please do the right thing. 

Thank you, 

Madeline K. Villani 

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps J 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton 
476 Russell Senate Office Rldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

Senator Chaerles Schumer 
313 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, Dc 20510 



May 21,2003 

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairperson 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"' Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I have been following with great concern the debate about the June 2"d FCC meeting to vote on 
allowing consolidation of media into a few large media conglomerates. 

I am against any further consolidation of media, I think there is already far too much 
consolidation. We hear & see the same voices & persons expressing the same point of view on 
our radios &televisions. 

A free & diverse media is vitally important in a free society. I believe that the proposed 
consolidation is a danger to the free & open exchange of information, one of the hallmarks of a 
free society 

2560 Renwick St. 
Oakland. CA 94601 







May 20,2003 

Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12'" Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Honorable Powell: 

I know you are a very busy man so I will make this note short. 

There is a movement underway that would pave the way for giant media 
conglomerates to have a monopoly to control radio and television news and information 
in communities across our nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the 
FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to 
keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
issues so I am asking you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect 
American citizens like myself from media monopolies. 

Thank you very much for taking your time to read my note. 

Very Sincerely, 

Russ L& Cochrane 

P. 0. Box 1295 
Cashiers, NC 28717-1295 


